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IT’'S A GRAND OLD TOAD

By ROBIN RAVANAGH
CORRESPONDENT

I n the beginning of the 19604,
thére wias a surge of “new”
music (call it alternative, call It
grunge) and it was good, even If
the underground had loved It
long before mainstream radio
did. Among the darlings were
Soundgarden, Pearl Jam, and

Toad the Wet Sprocke?

You know thelr songs, even I
their name isn't so familiar
They made a splash in the alter
natlve rock scene in the early
s with hits such as “All 1
Want.," "Walk on the Ocean”
and “"Come Down.” Tum the
radio dial 1o WPLJ, and you can
still hear some hits from thelr
gold and platinum albums
played more than 10 years later.

When word that the band was
reuniting for the first time In
five years blew through the alr,
Webd sites dedicated for the sole
purpose of keeping the memory
of Toad the Wet Sprocket alive
and wel]l went wild, and the 2
and Msomethings whose ado
lescences were marked by
Toad's soft-spoken 7yet rock-
based sound helped to create
sold out shows around the coun
try. It was as If the band had
never broken up

“The shows have been great,
the audiences have been won-
derful ™ sald lead singer Glen
Phillipn of the club shows the
band has played over the past
few montha. “It's been pretty as
tounding.

Phillips sajd that returning
Toad fans would not be disap-
pointed, mixing up old favorites
with a few songs from the mem-
bers’ solo projects

“It's like a grand-oldtoad
show. I'll maybe do one solo
acoustic song the rest of it's
pretty close to the album. It's
X-something songs s0 It be
oomed & reasonable alice.™

The fodky, rocky (maybe even
a little country) band from Call
fornia broke out of the under-
ground In 1991 with their
album, “fear,” which went plati-
num, even though the group
never strayed fram thelr main
view of what music should be:
lyriés and melody bedore popu-
larity

Toad the Wet Sprocket plays an all-ages show at the Birch Hill in O4d Bridge tonight.

*We're probably a third-
generation American bar
band." Phillips sakd of the
group's sound. “The really for
mative music when we were
petting together, It was stulf
like The Replscements, Husker
Du, Dinosaur Junior, Elvis
Costello, Whoop the Boy, REM
Punk had happened and kind of
pone down. People were calling
this punk, post-pank or garage.
whatever it was | remember it
being called post-modemn for a
scond, college rock. Whatever
it was, It was this very song
based, lyric based music that
wis defying & lot of description
and it wasnt being played on
the radio yet, but this was the
Kind of music that made us
want to play music. *

Toad the Wet Sprockel en
joyed a short ride in the lime
lght with Top 40 hits from their
follow-up albums, “Dulcinea”
and “In Light Syrup” But as
time ticked away during their
proverbial 1Sminutes of fame,
band members found that their
musical ideals and passion for
their sound had begun o wane
Solo projects looked like a pood
Mea, and it ook fve years be-
fore they would dare oy it
ngain.

“Tt s Like it was feasible

again.” Phillips sald of the reun
lon. “We had, as break-ups go,
we were able (o break up before
things got really. really, really
bad, and while things were Jusl
about to get moally bad. We
knew exactly where It was
heading. Enough time passed
that everyone had an under
standing of what was good and
what was bad, and everybody
had more gmtitude and were
able to get together and | think
the expectations had dissipated
and allowed it to be what it was
without all this crazy pressure
all around L It just felt possible
for the first time. i1 seemed llke
It might be a positive thing In-
stead of a drag.”

Toad will be playing the
Birch HIll in Old Bridgs tonight
joined by Bleu and Wheat,
bands that Phillips sald wre
“very rounded In melody,”
miuach like Toad

“Bieu is kind aof in the Jelly-
MNsh world of, | don’t know what
you would call it, extrems pop?
It's just all those gargantuan
bands the Ts rolled up Into
samething that's larger than life
and a lot of fun. And Wheat s
much more in kind of a Geand
daddy Built to Spill or Flaming
Lips world, more, you know cer

fainly on the pop side of that
but really inventive., great
sOngs.”

50 what does the future hold
for this genre-defying, lyric and
melodydriven group that s
anly playlng a limited number
of dates around the ocountry?
Phillips sald no one knows for
sure. He sald there are no plans
to write new music, or release
new album but that the band
would just take the future, one
step at a time

*We're not going to be rush
ing into anything that's not
going to be great — the musle
actually has to have some pas
sion behind it or It's not going
to be worth anyone's time.”

TOAD THE WET
SPROCKET

H"r'rb Wheat and Bleu
p.m. today, March 4
'B:ﬂ'b Hill Nite Club

= oRoute 9 South, Old
' Bridge
520
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